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A human right to a COVID-19 Vaccine
o Under the Right to Health

o Available – requiring that states provide sufficient quantities of vaccine and highlighting the 
importance of widespread production and rapid distribution. 

o Accessible – requiring that the distribution of vaccines accounts for obstacles faced by vulnerable 
and marginalized populations, ensuring a vaccine that is affordable, within safe physical reach, and 
delivered with all necessary information.

o Acceptable – requiring that this essential intervention be respectful of medical ethics such as 
informed consent and be designed to account for distinct cultural considerations across 
populations. 

o Quality – requiring that the vaccine be “scientifically and medically appropriate and of good 
quality,” avoiding counterfeit and sub-standard vaccines and employing skilled personal and 
approved equipment.

(Ref: Gostin LO, Karim SA, Mason Meier B. Facilitating access to a COVID-19 vaccine through 
global health law. The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics. 2020 Sep;48(3):622-6.)
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Can the Government Compel 
Vaccination?

“Covid-19” regime “Normal” regime

Covid-19 Notifiable disease

Warrant to compel
• Magistrate Court
• Law enforcement
• Counselling and information sharing waived

Warrant to compel
• High Court
• Health administrator
• Precondition: Counselling and information 

sharing

Criminalise exposure Common law offence of transmission



Operationalising an HR approach to COVID-19 
Vaccine Roll Out - Siracusa Principles
• be guided by the principles of participation and democracy;

• be evidence-based and effective; 

• be subject to accountability mechanisms; and 

• be minimally invasive of other rights and the least restrictive alternative.


